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INSTRUCTIONS

Answering Multiple-Choice Questions

Like this:           Not like this:     

•	 Use a pencil only.

• 	Fill only one circle for each question.

•	 Fill the circle completely.

•	 Cleanly erase any answer you wish to change.

Answering Open-Response Questions

•	 Write on the lined space provided in this booklet.
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There’s Not Enough Snow!

Section  	 Reading	 page 2A1

1	 Why is the word “snow” written differently in paragraph 1? 

● 	to show excitement 

●	 to describe an event

●	 to show who is talking

●	 to introduce a problem

2	 What do the words “dashed” (paragraph 3) and “hastened” (paragraph 8) tell the 
reader about Sam’s movements? 

●	 They are quiet.

● 	They are quick.

●	 They are careful.

●	 They are clumsy.

3	 What does the word “powder” refer to in paragraph 20? 

● 	snow

●	 hands

●	 gloves

●	 ground



REA
DING
BOOKREA

DING
BOOKGO TO A2

Section  	 Reading	 page 3A1

4	 Which paragraph shows that Sam is sad? 

●	 paragraph 10 

●	 paragraph 17 

● 	paragraph 21

●	 paragraph 25 

5	 How does Sam show a positive attitude from the beginning to the end of the 
story? Explain using details from the text to support your answer. 

6	 How does the reader know there isn’t enough snow? Explain using details from 
the text to support your answer.	



Backyard Acrobat

Section  	 Reading	 page 4A2

7	 Lines 1–4 show that the speaker 

● 	is caring.  

●	 is hungry.

●	 enjoys winter.

●	 enjoys watching birds.

8	 What does “cling” mean as used in line 4? 

●	 look nice

●	 feel softer

●	 taste good

● 	stick closely 

9	 Which lines present the problem in the poem? 

●	 lines 1–2

●	 lines 3–4

● 	lines 9–10 

●	 lines 14–15



Section  	 Reading	 page 5A2

10	 Which of the following is closest in meaning to “whence” as used in line 15? 

●	 why

●	 what

●	 whom

● 	where  

11	 Explain how the reader knows that the speaker likes birds. Use details from the 
poem to support your answer. 	

12	 Which words show the reader that the squirrel is a backyard acrobat? Explain 
using details from the poem to support your answer.	



13	 Would you rather be able to move very fast or fly very high? Write a paragraph 
explaining which you would choose and why.	

Ideas for My Paragraph

Write your answer on the next page.

This page will not be scored.

Section  	 Writing	 page 6A3



Do not write in this area.

Write your paragraph here. Remember to check your spelling, grammar and  
punctuation.

Section  	 Writing	 page 7A3



Section  	 Writing Multiple-Choice	 page 8A4

14	 Choose the sentence that uses the 
correct contraction for the words 
“they are.” 

●	 Theyr’e entering the car.

●	 They’are unlocking the door.

● 	They’re driving down the road.

●	 The’yre getting ready to go home.

15	 Susan became famous _________ 
she had won many snowboarding 
contests. 

●	 if

● 	after

●	 while

●	 during
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Section  	 Writing Multiple-Choice	 page 9A4

16	 Choose the sentence that uses a 
comma correctly. 

● 	Anna is learning to skate, pass and 
score during hockey practice. 

●	 Anna is learning, to skate pass and 
score during hockey practice.

●	 Anna is learning to skate pass and 
score, during hockey practice.

●	 Anna is learning to skate pass, and 
score during hockey practice.  

17	 Choose the best order to make a 
paragraph using the following 
sentences. 

(1) �They are learning how to make 
muffins.

(2) �Shona and Frank are taking 
cooking lessons.

(3) �They can add their favourite 
ingredients after making the batter. 

(4) �Shona and Frank can’t wait to 
taste their blueberry muffins.

●	 4, 1, 2, 3

● 	2, 1, 3, 4 

●	 2, 4, 1, 3

●	 4, 3, 1, 2 



Taking an Ant Bath

Section  	 Reading	 page 10B1

1	 What does the word “deliberately” mean as used in paragraph 2? 

● 	on purpose  

●	 by accident

●	 very busily

●	 very carefully

2	 Why is the word “comb” in quotation marks (paragraph 4)? 

●	 to show that it is spoken

●	 to provide new information

●	 to introduce a difficult word

● 	to show an unusual meaning 

3	 What does “clamp” show about the crow (paragraph 4)? 

●	 It can eat quickly.

● 	It can grip strongly. 

●	 It can play roughly.

●	 It can move carefully.



Section  	 Reading	 page 11B1

4	 Which paragraph provides a tip for the reader? 

●	 paragraph 2

●	 paragraph 3

●	 paragraph 4

● 	paragraph 6 

5	 Explain the difference between passive and active anting. Use details from the text 
to support your answer.	

6	 How is “anting” for birds similar to bathing for humans? Explain using details 
from the text to support your answer.	

STOP
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READING SKILLS 

Explicit: understanding explicitly stated information  
and ideas

Implicit: understanding implicitly stated information  
and ideas

Making Connections: making connections between 
information and ideas in a reading selection and personal 
knowledge and experience

Long Narrative

10 multiple-choice questions  
(1 Explicit, 5 Implicit, 4 Making Connections)

2 open-response questions  
(1 Implicit, 1 Making Connections)

Graphic Text

4 multiple-choice questions (4 Implicit)

2 open-response questions (2 Making Connections)

WRITING SKILLS 

Content: identify and support the main idea of a 
paragraph; make revisions to improve clarity

Organization: identify the main idea and supporting 
details and group them in a paragraph using common 
organizational patterns

Grammar: use parts of speech to communicate clearly 

Short-Writing Prompt 

9 lines available for response

Long-Writing Prompt

18 lines available for response

Multiple-Choice Writing

8 multiple-choice questions  
(a mix of Content, Organization and Grammar)

After each assessment, EQAO makes approximately half of the test items (questions) public. This 

allows EQAO to build a bank of assessment material that can be used in the future. Items that are not 

published in this booklet are replaced by their description. Test booklets and examples of student 

answers from the past five years are available at www.eqao.com.

Items that are not being published have been described below,  
with a reference to the skill they assessed.


